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sovereign. That night we quartered at Fonte de las Figuras, within one league of Alrnanza, where that fatal and unfoi-tunate battle, which I shall give an account of in its place, was fought the year after, under the Loi d Gal way.
On our fourth day's maich we were obliged to pass Villena, where the enemy had a garrison A party of Mahom's diagoons made a part of that garrison, and they were commanded by Major O'Roirk, an Irish officer, who always earned the reputation of a good soldier, and a brave gentleman.
I had all along made it my observation, that Captain Matthews, who commanded those dragoons that I marched with, was a person of much moie courage than conduct, and lie used as little precaution heie, though just marching under the eye of the enemy, as he had done at other times As I was become intimately acquainted with him, I rode up to him, and told him the danojei, which, m my opinion, attended our piesenii maich 1 pointed out to him just betore Yillena, a jutting hill, uridei which we must unavoidably pass, at the turning wheieof, I was apprehensive the enemy might he, and either by ambuscade, 01 otherwise, surprise us, I therefore entreated we might either wait the coming of our rear-guaid, or at least march with a little more leisure and caution* But he, taking little notice of all I said, kept on his lound march , seeing winch, I pressed forward my mule, ^vhich was a very good one, and nd as fast as her legs could carry her, till I had got on the top of the hill When I came there, I found both my expectation and my apprehensions answered, for I could very plainly dibcern three squadrons of the enemy icady drawn up, and waiting for us at the very winding of the hill
Hexoupon T hastened back to the captain with the like Bpecd, and told him the discovery I had made, who nevei-theleas kept on lus march, and it was with a good deal of difficulty that I at last prevailed on him to halt, till oui leai-guaid of twenty men had got up to us But those joining us, and a new ti oop of Spanish dragoons, who had marched to-w ards us that morning, appearing in sight, oui captain, as if h<j was af i aid of their rivalling him in his glory, at the \ ery turn of the lull, rode in a full gallop, with sword in hand, up io the enemy They stood their ground till we were ad*